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Organisation has also beyun collecting data on the linh between
homicide and preynancy. Ktulewitch and her team hope that on
the basis of their data and others now being collected routine
screening for domestic violence during pregnancy will soon be
implemented. without a body of evidence, however, it is
impossible to get funding for screening, support and prevention
programs. Once we quantify the problem, we can starC to deal
with conteatual issues, she says. Th e study also found that
younger women were at greater riah of death during pregnancy,
with teenagers in the highest rich category. Chang, a former
federal police officer who billed her husband in a violent
struggle after he c losed the car door on her stomach during a
third preynancy in 1993, is now devoting her life to t eaching
those young women about the violence they may encounter. She
points to her own life story and the shooting of former NFL
player Rae Cartuth' • pregnant girlfriend aa examples, saying
some men believe it'a easier to get ri& of the ba by and th e
woman than to deal with child support. Lihe Krulewitch, Chong
thinha screening for domestic violence during pregnancy is
critical. Her daughter, now a teenager, haa had difficulties
learning, and her right atm ia set at a permanent 90-degree
•ngle. Everyone believes in human rights and there's a lot of
talh about the rights of the unborn child, but what are we going
to do to protect her, she asks. This ia a...I'm going to read
from a p ress releas •, Pebtuary 15, year 2001, a marriage (sic)
Colleye of Nurse lidwives. The title of their press release ia,
Violent Deaths of Pregnant Wcmenc The Hidden Epidemic. It' s
from Washington, D.C., again, Pebruary 15, year 2001c "The
leading cause of death among preynant women ia homicide,
accot&ing Co a s tudy pccblishecl in Che current issue of
Smerican Colleye of Nurse-lidwives I

reviewed 651 autopsy charts from the D.C. Chief N e dical
Eicaminer's Office from cases from 1998 (sic) until 1996. The
researchers discovered 13 homicides of pregnant women that had
not been reported, with the 21 maternal deaths from medical
causes, cucample, hemorrhage and infection. eTheae 13 unreported
deaths account for 38 percent of preynancy-associated deaths.
The shoching revelation is that the l eading cause of
pregnancy-associated deaths — homicide-ia unreported and unhnown
to the public.e

The study authors revealed... accuse me,
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